
 
 

 

Graduate Fellowship in Welfare Studies 
 

In 1996, Congress and the President dramatically transformed the nation’s largest cash welfare program 

by instituting work requirements and time limits.  State welfare agencies became job placement offices and helped 

move millions of families off of the welfare rolls and into jobs and self sufficiency.   The Heritage Foundation played 

a large role in shaping that reform initiative.  Building on that success, Heritage is now seeking applicants for 

graduate fellows who will work with Heritage experts focusing on welfare and social policy. 

 

The Fellowship 

Fellows will read and attend lectures and briefings to gain basic familiarity and understanding of public 

policy issues such as free market economics, poverty, welfare, family and cultural issues. An emphasis will be 

placed on how government programs can be reshaped in order to better serve low-income populations.   

 

Research will entail documenting current government programs and analyzing the effectiveness of these 

programs in helping families in need.  Fellows will work toward developing solutions and programmatic reforms 

that transform programs so that positive tangible results can be achieved and help move our nation’s poorest families 

toward stability and economic self sufficiency. 

 

Identifying other partners outside of government such as community and faith based organizations that may 

be good models of reform and potential partners to government welfare programs will also be a priority. 

 

Who:  The program is available primarily to graduate students in the social sciences, including those studying 

sociology, health care, psychology and statistics; other disciplines considered. 

 

Where:  Fellows will work alongside staff at The Heritage Foundation in Washington, D.C. 

 

When:  Fellowships will last approximately three months.  One fellowship will be available for the summer term 

and one in the fall term. 

 

Compensation:  This is a paid fellowship working 40 hours per week. 

 

To Apply:  Please send the following completed items to Welfare Fellowship Opportunity, DeVos Center for 

Religion and Civil Society, The Heritage Foundation, 214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE, Washington, DC 20002: 

• Your resume 

• A letter of recommendation from a faculty member from the University in which you are a graduate 

student. 

• A writing sample (up to 5,000 words) preferably related to one of the aforementioned subject areas in the 

fellowship description. 

• A letter explaining why this opportunity at The Heritage Foundation is of interest to you and why you 

believe you should be selected for the fellowship. 

 

A follow-up interview will be required. 

 

For the summer fellowship, completed applications will be accepted through the first week of May.   Notification of 

a decision will be made by the last week of May.  


